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ADITORS! LETTER

Wo hope to sce most of our readers on the various dcmonstrations
which are toking place over Dastere We hopo that the !hadgo! the Weck
supporters wear will be that of having somo copies of the journal to
sell, In this way we will recognise the many readers we have not met
yet personally.

We aro also hoping to sce many of our readers (and their frionds)
at two schools we are supporting, The first of theue will bo in Sheff-
ield on Sunday April 12th, under the sponsorship of the Labour Party
section of C.N,D., at tho City Hall. It will start ot 11,00 and finish
at 5.00, The main speaker will bo Terencc Heelas, member of the London
Institute for stratogic studies. For more details write to Len Youle,
87, Heavygate Avenue, Sheffield 10, The other school is of course the
Voice sponsored one on Industrial Democracy to be held tho 25th and 26th
of Apri} in Nottingham, "atch our colums for more dotails of both schools.



THE VWEEK NUMBER 12 PAGE 1 EDITORIAL
ONCE MORE ON AN INCOMES POLICY..ss

We must apologise to our readers for returning to a thomeo which we
discussod last week. As we werc going to press, The Grand Council of
the Federation of British Industrics was discussing a complox report by
lir, Hugh Wookes, the chairman of its pormancnt economic study group. As
we were putting the stamps on our envolopcs, the Federation was announc-
ing that it had failed, in tho words of tho Financial Times, 'to find a
quick mothod of regulating prices and profits.!

HMr, Teckes was not presiding over an undergraduatc commission
Indeed, his group was about as high-pressuro a team as could bo assemb-
led by all tho key omployers! associations of tho land, It included
members of tho F.BD.I., tho Dritish Employors! Confodoration, thc Assoc—
iation of Dritish Chambeors of Commorco and the National Association
of Dritish Mamufacturers. They had been working continuously since
Jamiary, whon thc notion that cmployers should mcke themselves respons—
ible for price restraint was canvassed, not for the first time, at tho
N.B.D.C. Their rocommendations included 3 possible schemess for a
schomo of rogistration of pricesj for a variablo profits tax scheme; and
for a mechanism for dealing with consumor complaints about prices. Bach
of these alternatives was ploausibly set out: and each was rejscted on
grounds which were, from the point of view of thec rationality of capit—
alist production, equally plausiblc.

The Labour movemont should study these arguments, and study thom
carcfully, What altornative mcasuros will Labour adopt to meet this
problom? Harold "ilson, in an article in tho Journal of the National
Union of Genoral & Municipal Torkers, outlines a 3-pronged attack on
rising prices. This includes his policy ".on interest rates, projected
legislation to stabilise rents, and a campaign against the land racket.
Timely though these moasures may prove to bo, thoy are scarcely cnough.
A "fair & propox" incomes policy "related to national productivity™
cannot possibly thrive on control of wages bofore they have boen carned
and profits after they have been garncred, and smuggled away into corners
of the complicated accounts which capitalism may well try to hide in
next two ycars or so,

The worker in nco-capitalism has every reason to foar, not to
wolcome, inereasod productivity. This invariably rosults in tho
incroased power of capital to order him about, to control his movements,
and ultimately, to dispossess him of his livelihood, It is not onough
to call for 'retraining.' That is lacking, in this situation, even for
a retrained worker, is control over his own life and work. Certainly
we nocd more productivity: but we must also have control over it: the
fruits of our additional offorts should be reinvested not at the whim
of arbitrary rentiers and tycoons, but at our demoecratic decision, Only
in this way can man control the machines whoso multiplication Wilson is
rightly seceking, If the ncew Labour Govermment is to bogin the transit—
ion to socialism, then it must use the resources of its supporters as
woll as its fiscal oxportse.

Workers! control over profit. lovels is not a utopian demand in
this case, but an cconomic and political nocessity. Tho new ora must
bocome known as the time of the opening of tho socalod books. Then the
unions gain access to the accounts of the omployors, they have the koy
to the future.
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LONGER HOURS 7ORKED IN INDUSTRY from Julian Atkinson

The IlMarch issue of Process Control & Automation had an article by
Taltor Voodford, executive commitice momber of the U.K. Automation
Council, which discussed the number of hours worked in industry. He
said, "About 4 million people uncmployed in Great Britain at this
timc., In the 1930's, uncmployment approached 3 million, so that tho
past 30 years has secn a roduction in the number of unemployed of more
than 2 million, gquite apart from tho additional jobs that have boen
croated during this poriod. Unomploymeont is wholly unnccessary today
and could be eliminated almost with tho stroke of a pen, if wo chose
to do so, For political and other reasons, we do not choose to do sos
but we must not blame automation because socloty is unwilling to
organise itself properly. -

"Figures just published by the lMinistry of Labour reveal that the
male worker's avorage hours in Octobor, 1963, were 47.6 a week, which
was 0,7 more than in tho previous April and 0,6 more than in October,
1962, Thus the number of hours actually worked per man per weeck in
the 12 months, October, 1962, to Octobor, 1963, was seoen to rise in
spitc of the fact that, during this period, uncmployment in Britain
roached the highest figure for many yoars., Unemployment, at the presant
moment, is about 2% of the working force. About 2% of 47.6 hours por
woek is one hours: if the working weck were reduced by one hour, theref-
ore, unecmployment would vanish at onces In fact, because some people
are unemployable and because there arc always some people moving from
job to job and, therefore, temporarily registered as unemployed, a
reduction of one hour in the actual working weck would creat a labour
shortagc.

"The number of hours worked in a week is not a matter of automation
it is a matter of politics, The 40-hour weck is a myths it is simply
a basis for negotiatinz pay. If the working week were actually limited
to a2 maximum of 40 hours for any onc porson, our economy would be
wrecked: we should not-be ablo to automate fast enough to make up for
the labour shortagel™

DoAoT,ie CAMPALIGN FOR UNION RIGHTS

In tho March issuc .0f Tho Draughtsman dotails are given of a
campaign which is boing promoted to mako unions aware of the implications
of the anti-strikc Rookes ve Barnard judgoment. Resolutions have been
put down for the Confed., the T.U.C., the National Fedoration of Profes-
sional "orkcrs, the Scottish T.,U.C., and tho Labour Party. A meoting is
to bo held in the Housc of Commons, jointly with A.S.S.E,T., to cxplain
tho issuc to M.,P.s. Union branches are being askod to raise the matter
on their loeal trades councils. A free pamphlot, published by the union,
is available from: D.A.T.A., Onslow Hall, Richmond, Surrcye
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BIG ANTI-APARTHEID DEMONSTRATION IN MANCHESTER by Alan Rooney

Thore were about 370 people on an inti-Apartheid torchlight march
through the contre of llanchester last Friday night (Jlarch 13th) in
memory of the Sharpovilleo massacre., !lost of the marchers were students
from the University where oven the Tory Socicty supports Anti-iApartheid.
Tho timing of the demonstration was useful because ocnly a fow days
carlior the lManchester fTvening News had urged the British Govermment 4o
develop trade with South Africas The paper informed its readers that
there was no difference betwcen trading with Cuba and trading with South
Africa.

The mooting after the march was chaired by Professor 1Tax Gluckman,
Cver £100 was collected. :

ANTI=-APARTHEID STRUGGLE LOCMS IN NOTTINGHAI!

The first stop was taken in thooprocess of gotting Tlottinghan City
Council 1o boycott South African goods on Thursday Ilarch 12th., At the
City Labour Party meeting tho question of the fortheoming visit of the
South African bowling team was raiseds It was unanimously agreed that
tho socrotary be instructed to write to City Labour Group (the policy
making body of Labour Councillors) telling them that: (a) the City
Labour Party was in favour of a total boycott of any civie wolcome for
the South African bowlers; and(b) that the City Labour Party favoured
a Council boycott of South African goods, Strong foelings on these
matters were oxpressod at the meeting and anyone, from no matter what
party, who attempts to ignore this foeling will do so at their peril,

N.A.L.S.0, SUPPORTS ADERDEIN

After hearing a report of the struggle that is goin%nin Aberdeen
over .the Council deocision to boycott South Lfrican goods, tho Executive
of the National Association of Labour Student Organisations decided
unanimously to sond a messagc of support to thce Labour Council., The
meeting was hold in Leicoster on Saturday, 14th !arch,

SOUTH AFRICAN DOVLS TEAM VISTT CAUSES STORM IN SCOTLAND

: Glasgow and Bdinburgh Councils .have both discussod tho fortheoming
visit by the South ifrican bowling toam this' summer. Glasgow voted not
to accord thom a municipal welcomo, In Zdinburgh, tho Progressives (the
local pseudonym of tho Tories) succeedod in defeating a Labour/Liberal
motion for a boycott by only onc vote. DIven so the Labour members of

Bdinburgh Council will not attend the civic wolcomo.

ROLL OF HONOUR

We have rocoived from onoo%hc comradcs involved in tho Aberdecn
struggle ovor LApartheid a list of local authorities supporting tho
boycott of South African goodss Thoy aro iAbordoeny, Erith Borough,
Great Yarmouth, Hacknoy Dorough, :Harlow Urban District, Nammorsmith
Dorough, Hull, Lowisham Dorough, Livorpool, Newcastlo (City and
Borough’, Romford Borough, tho Country Dorough of South Shiglds, .
Stockton on Toos and Test Ham. We hope to sco this list grow!
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TORY ARCUMENT. ON. COUNCIL HOUSES . FXPOSED from Tony Southall

The hoary ¢ld Tory ~rgument about owner—occupiors subsidising
Council Housc ronts has beon oxposed by lire Kaim—-Caudle, lecturer in
social adminsiration at Durham University. "riting in tho current issue
of Local Government Finance, ho says of the froquent complaint made by
ovmer-occupiocrs that as taxpayors and ratepayers thoy have to subsidiso
council tenantss "iany of thom are gonuinely unaware that thoy themssl-
vos rocelve a tax remissions™ To support his argument on this matter
he tokes as an cxamplo a man aged 35 buying a house on an insurance with
a £2,000 mortgage ovor 20 years, whosc income is sufficient for him to
be paying tax at the standard rate. This man'!s relic®s would amount to
tax liability of £93 a year.

He contimuocd, the .only peoplc who do not benofit from subsidies
or tax remissions arce tenants of unfurnished houses rented from private
landlords (and not subject to rent restriction) or the tenants of furn~
ished houses. The figures he gove for the share out of subsidies and
tax reliefs were revealing. In 1962 they wores

Council Ilousc tenantss Contral Government £78 millions
Local Government A7 i
Total £125 "

Owner—occupicrs: Remission on Schedula A £135 L
Tax savings on mortgage 85 "

£220
Other (National Assistance, grants, otc) £104 "
Grand total £449 L

So in practice tax reliocf, ctc.,to ownocr—occupicrs is almost twice
as much as the total subsidies to council house tenants. So those
poople who have been fooled by Tory propaganda on this point should
direct their attontion to reanl causc of their difficulties: the Tory
Govornment'!s policies which result in land-speculatiorn and increasing
interest rates. Thus instoad of the Council house tenant boing their
cnemy he is an ally.

TV0 NEW FABIAN PAVPHLETS

Two now Fabian pamphlets have recently appeared: Frcedom and the
"Telfare Stave, by Irian Abol-Smith, Reador in Social .dministration at
the London School of DBconomicss and More power to the Regions, by David
Steele, on Nconomist and Vieo—~Chairman of the Young Fabian Group.

Dr, Abol=Smith is critical of the social servicos, because of the
minimum lovel of provision madc, the lack of adequate buildings and
trained staff, and tho Yako it or leave it' philosophy. In the third
section of the pamphlet, the author puts his proposals for reforming
the social scrvices. Rationing of services must be got rid of, and
consumers must be able to exercise a degree of choice. !Ve have got
to get rid of the autocratic frome of mind of some civil servants,
local government officors and councillors = even Labour councillors,!
David Steecl believes that the Government!s policy of offering financial
inducements to firms to set up in deprossed arcas has boen very cxpens—
ive, and that private industry should bo given every opportunity but
if therc was scope "state factories or offices should be built and staff
taken on to run thom."
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DENDY STRIKE NOW IN 5th MONTH by Gs Drowm

I have interviewcd une of the strikers and have gone into the
background of the disputs. It began on October 30th, it is now in its
19th week, William Denby & Sons Ltd., of Tong Park arc a public Company
who have operated a closed shop since war timec. There was a strike in
1937 that was unsuccessful, but when this firm went into thc employers!
Federation onc of the conditions was that they should accept unionism
and that has ruled ever sinces Thore had beoen uncasiness in tho shop
before Octobor, 1963, duc to an uncoven flow of work botween the main 3
departments =~ the Groy Roomyhandling undyed cloth, the Dycing Section,
and the Finishing Room. A Works Council was suggested 18 months ago,
and was not evon coneidcred,.

A week bofore the walk—out, there was a meoting in tho Trades Hall,
Shipley, to discuss tho friction, and the issuc was about short timeo,
and why it should not apply to foreman. It is a roasonably busy shop
and there has not beon more than occasional short time., Thoe Trade Union
Secretary was going to sce the managemont. It was at this stage the
foreman and under—foreman of the Finishing Department decided to operate
a blowing machine during a mid-morning break. The shop stowards protes—
ted and were brushed aside by the Management, which .said any protest
meeting should be held in the yard.

The walk-out started in the Finishing Room, the Dyeing Room finis-
hod its particular work in hand and thon struck, and the Grey Room
followed, The operatives got their metice the very first moment there—
after, dated October 30th, saying Puture it was to be an open shope It
added that the omployors were preparcd to allow membors to join the
Union adding that it would *no longer be under Union domination." There
were roughly 300 employces, the majority being in the Finishing Room
and approximately 250 of these were operatives as distinct from seniox
staff,

One of the directors admitted thoy would probably sack one or two,
and the remainder could comec backs Christmas came and offers of £15
extra wore made, and only 3 operatives returncd under this offer. In
all only 15 men have rocturned to work, although 20 have sought work
olsewhore. JApproximatoly 60 black-legs, who are non-Union, have en.ored
and are working with the fow local people. In January the Genoral
Secretary of the men's Union, tho National Union of Dyers, Dleachers, and
Textile Workers, after mocting the Joard, rocommonded that of the 60
black-logs, 20 bo sacked and 40 of the loyal membors be reinstated.

There was a secret ballot and only one vote - cast for these proposals.
It was felt that the Union should not havoe necded to consult members
about such terms.

The firm is now "blacked". Tho Trade Union insists that all mombers
who arc working inside now shall be expelled from thc Unione Thore have
been sundry .incidents; pickets arc prescnt daily. There has been some
violencoe, though not much apart from Now Year!s lve, when people from
nzighbouring localities camo, There have baen three court prosecutions
with 2 acquittals, and in the carly days of the strike the fact that
the wifc of one omployce, who was employed by one of the Doard as a
domestic, was also dismisszed, attractod considorable attention,

TBd., Hote: Yo have reccived a lot of material on this struggles. We shall
pul:lish more in our noxt issuc including up-to-datc information.
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LPPELL OF THE SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE FCii . THIE RALEIGH AEU STRIKERS

A novel move to ascist the Raleigh strikors has boen token by
loading activists in tho Labour movement. They have ostablished 2
comnittoe to work for support for tho strikers, financial and moral,
in the Labour movemont as a wholec. They say that tho strikers, whilst
ongaged in a vory important and self-sacrificing strugglc on behalf of
all trade unicnists, aro not goetting a fair hoaring for ticir case.
They express the wish that tho strugglo will rosult in a victory for
tho strikors and the greater unity of all workors and trade unionists -
in the Rakigh works, They draw attention to the fact that the Notting-
ham City Labour Party Ixecutive set an cxample by donating £5.5.0 to
the strike funds The list of sponsors, which is not complete, is as
followss

Dave .Ablitt, Tost Nottm. Labour Party E.C. and sccretary of the
L., U, Junior Vorkers Committocsy Jim Barncs, U.S.D.h./e3 Keith Bloor,
chairman Forest Tard Labour Partys Davo Caldwoll, sccretary Socialist
Iducation .\ssociatinn Nottingham branchj; Jack Charlosworth, sccrotary
of tho Nottinghom and District Trades Councilj John Daniocls, education
istsy Councillor Flowitt, secretary Lace llakers Unionj Goorge Godfrey,
secrotary Mapperley ard Labour Partys Councillor Grecnaway, l!lanvers
Vards Dob Gregory, U.S.D.A.W.3 Lionel Jacobs, vice-chairman Trades
Councils Pat Jordan, Nottingham Co—op Society Political Committeej; Rod
Kroizman, treasurer South Nottingham Labour Party; Leo Keely, Notting-
hoam City Labour Party lxocutive: Bert llece, socretary North Nottingham
Labour Partys Tony lMorris, South Notts. Federation of Young Socialistsj
Judy Palfreman, chairman Nottingham University Socinlist Sociotys
Councillor Patc, ollaton wardsy As Platt, chairman Nottingham branch
Tailor & Garment TJorkers Unions Peteor Prico, prospective Labour condid—
atoe Mapporloy ward; Drian Simister, N.U.P.BE. organiser; Kon Simpsony,
union organiserj Arthur Tidoswoll, area secretary Fire Drigados Uniong’
Vincent Walker, secrotary Central Nottingham Labour Partyj Sid Willioms,
union organisor Petor Wyncoll, secrotary West Dridgford Labour
Partys and Dick Skyers, Metal lMochanicses 411 tho signatories are in
their personal capacitye.

Membors of the solidarity committce have been active in gotting
collections made in various organisatiors, including the Univorsity
Socialist Society, St. inns ward Labour Party, Manvers ward Labour

Party, otec.

"d., Notos Tho committ® are anxious to get further signatures in the
Nottingham area and we ask all readers to help in this. Ve would also
make the point that this form of aectivity could perhaps be ropeated in
many other struggles.

DANK UNION CONSIDIRS. IIDUST:L.L 4ACTICN

The National Union of Dank Jimployees is considering tocking indust~
rial action against four banks. These are the banks which were
involved in thc Camoron Commission - lintional Provincial, llartins,
District and Yorkshiree. Thoy have point blank rcfused to accept Lord
Cameron'!s suggostion thot thoy might allow officials to call on the
management rather than rostricting thoir roprescntations to lotters.
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MALCOLM X BRTEAKS WITH THE BLACK MUSLIMS by Potor Wilkins

On 1larch 8 IMalcolm X announced that he had broken with 1Zlijah
Juhammad! s "™Wation of Islam™ movemeont and is establishing a new black
nationalist party. !Malcolm X had hithorto boon the most prominent
leader of the Black !Muslims after the Prophct himself, "I romain a
Muslim®™ }Malcolm X said, "but the main cmphasis of the now movement will
be Black Nationalism as a political concept and form of social action
against tho white oppressors, During my 90 days of silence" (imposed
on Malcolm X by Iluhammed after his applause of Konnedy's assassination)
"] have roached the conclusion that I can bost spread Ifr. Iuhammed's
message by staying out of the Nation of Islam.™ Dxplaining his reason
for stepping out of Elijah Muhammed's family conﬁrol%od organ .ation.
Malcolm X said the movemont as constituted and orien%od had "gone as
far as it can" bocause it was too narrowly sectarian and too inhibited
to assume its responsibilities in the nation's social struggles.

The present size of tho Iuslim movement is difficult to estimate
-~ though the figure of 100,000 mombers is somctimes mentioned. It is
undoubtedly the most influcntial of the Negro movements among the Negro
working class = it is also one of thc most militant...lfalcolm X has
further said thzt the main of his new party will bo to convert the
Negro population from nonviolence to active self-defeonce against white
supremacists in all parts of the country.

NEW TREND IN.UNION DIMANDS by a special correspondent

The trend on the American trade—union scene for demands to be for
fringe benofits .rather than straight wage increases was further reinf-
orced by the 0il, Chemical and Atomic Workers International Union when
it recently took the position of wanting the equivalent of a 5% wage
incroase a2pplied to fringe bonefits, President Knight said that his
union is iaking this position as it requires more ™et" for the worker.
"age increases in the past,®™ he said, "have beon diluted by inflation,
Ve get more money for our people, and they report to us that the grocer
raises his prices, the landlord hikes the ront and taxes go up, so there
isn't a hell of a lot left for the worker except highor costs.™

0.C.A.VV. wants the 5% increase to apply to onc or more of the
oxisting benefits: hospital and medical, ponsions, severance pay and
holidays. If the union were to win its demands, the bill for the oil
industry's fringe bonefits would be pushed up to 26% of total pay costs.
Knight is also wvory worried about unemployment. "From what we have
loarned,™ he said, "automation has caused a disemployment of about 20%
in the o0il industry within tho last 5 or 6 yoars. And we soco more ;
coming"..Knight continued, "Our militancy, purposcfulnoss and willing-
ness have never becn firmer. At last yocars 0.C.A.V/. confercnce we got
o 5% increase in duesSssssa Cloar demonstration of support." The union
is rapidly building up a strike fund and is expecctod to threaten a
nationd strikeo later this years
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CASTRO RAPS THE CUDAN PRESS by Syd Williamson (Ilavana)

Th re was & recoplion committoe welcoming the the arrival of the
Cuban fishermon (captured by the U.S. Navy) in Havanoe earlier this
month ~ Fidel was, of course, preosent ond a nowspaper man started
questioning Fidel about what he thought of the american Government, otca,
Pidel stopped him in his tracks whon he stated that instead of talking
only about tho illegel seizure of the boats tho press should also bo
writing about the future of tho Cuban fishing industry. ¥hile on the
subjoct Fidol snid ho would like to sce the truth being printod in the
press.e This had rocontly given out figures to the offect that in some”
sectors of the fishinng industry output had doubled — which was incorr-
ecte Fidel stated that the press should not cheat the people nor be
tho willing tools for such deceits. Thoy should check up all information
they reccivo.

This shows in my opinion that whilst genorally supporting the
Government the press in Cuba will be cncouraged to bo independent from
the stato.

Edﬁugoto: Our correspondont onded his lotter by asking us to do all
in power to support the Ban thc Domb llovement, for the sake of the
Cuban peoplec.

NEW ZEALAND COMMUNIST PARTY EXPELS 2 PRO~CHINESE by O. Gager (Timaru)

On 19th February the New Zealond Communist Party announced the
expulsion of 2 membors in Christchurch, NWew Zealand's third biggest
city. They are John Sturt and Matthow Lygate, both militan® of long
standing and oxponents of a pro~Chincse orientation for the Partye.

They wore accuscd of "persistent factionalism" and "making threats
against the Party that they would tako action...detrimental to the good
nome of tho Party" (quotos from Peoples' Torld).

Sturt and Lygato claim that they were in fact for opposing Party
tactics which were in contradiction to the cxpressed principles of both
tho New Zealand and Chinese C.P.s, and that the action taken against
them was in open disregard of the Party's constitution. They accused
the Canterbury District leadorship of the Party of making concessions tn
o contrist wing of the Labour Party and the trade union burczaucracye
Ono-third of the Cantorbury memborship of tho C.P. have resigned in
sympathy with Sturt and Lygate, including all but one of tho Lyttelton
branch, which consists mainly of dockorse The Y.C.L. is officially
supporfnz tho expelled memborss

This new tendency took a leading part in tho demonstration against
the South African cricket tecam on lMarch 3rd, Its younger members have
worked closely with loft-wing Labour militants in the University of
Canterbury New Left Club, and the Youth Campaign for Nuclear Disarmamonts

YOUNG SOCIALIST TURNS HIMSELF TO DEATH from Nigel Harris (Calcutta)

A 22-year-o0ld Praja Socialist Party member burned himself to
death in Fatchgarth, in mid-Fobruary, in protest sgainst the Govern—
mont!s inability to chock rising prices. Neighbours broke their way
into his room only to find the man, Vishvambhar Singh, lying charred
in o cot with a tin of potrol ncarby. He loft a note explaining his
reasons for burning himself to docath.
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MADRID WORKERS DEMONSTRATS

Clashes betweon trade union officials and workers occurred on 10th
March in Madrid whon somc 600 workers demonstrated in front of the
hoadquarteors of the Spanish national trade union contrc. This was just
bofore tho conclusion of the second day'!s proceedings of tho congress
of the stato-run Spanish trade unions, tho so-called "sindicatos
vorticales", grouping togother workors, employers and tochniclans,
Shouting *we want tradc union freoedom!, the workers tried to enter the
congross hall, but access was blocked by congress officials and the
policc. The police brutally attacked the domonstrators and some of them
were injured. A numbor were also arrestede

" CONCENTRATION OF INDUSTRY IN TEST GERMANY

Aftor over threo ycars of study the roport on industrial concentr—
ation in West Germany is ready for Government consider tion. About
2,000 firms were included in the study to onsure that tho top 1,000

firms woro covercd. !Mlost rovealing of the figures in the report
aro those concerned with the proportion of a particular industiry
controlled by the 'top ton' firms in that industry. It gives the changes
which have token place since 1954 in tho proportions, They reveal the
following picture:z

O USTRY _ ‘Proportion Proportion
1954 1960
Refining and coal processing 72, 6% 91, 5%
Tobacco manufacturing 6848 84.5
Ship Construction & P 69.0
Vehicles 5846 67.0
Rubber, Asbestos processing 60,7 59T
Iron and Steel 5446 57«6
Glass : 457 51.6
Non—-ferrous metals 44.0 44.7
Coal llining 34.6 42,0
Chemicals 37.6 40.6
Hlectrotechnical industry 37.8 38,4

COMON MARKRT INSTITUTION TORKERS FORM STRIKE COMMITTER

The I,C.F.T.U. Bulletin of 12th March reportecd:

Discontent over salaries has recently led to protests and strikes
in some of the Buropean institutions -~ particularly at Buratom nuclear
resoarch centre at Ispra in Italy - and a special strike committee has
now been sct up as a result of a mceting in Luxemburg on 29th February
of the leadors of the tradc unions to which employees in the Buropean
institutions belong, . This committec, ropresenting the staff of the
Buropean Coal and Steel Communityg, Buratom, and the Juropean Economic
Community, is ready to organise a strike if its members! demands for
salary incroases arc not mete The Council of Ministers of the E,E.C.
recently rejected the unions! demand for an 8% increase in salaries.
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SERIOUS TREN-AGE UNRMPLOYMENT IN U.S.A, from an Amorican reader

The Wall Sireet Journal, most authoritative voice of American big
business, carried an article on llarch 3rd on the question of teen-age
unemployment. It described teen-age joblessness as the most worrying
aspect of the U.S. unemployment problem, "Nearly one out of every six
teen—-agers whowants work can't find any. That's about threc times the’
over-all U.S, rats. Noearly a quarter of Amorica's four million unempl-
oyed, in fact, are teen-agors," it stateds The paper went on to say
that "teecn—age unemployment is causing widespread concern not only
because of its considerable magnitude but also because it has been
incr-asing © so spectacularly...tho prosont one-sixth rate for teun—agers
compares with only about one in ten as recently as five yocars ago. And
the rate among the unschooled, unskilled dropouts, who constitute
roughly half of today's job-sedking youths, is onc in three, up from. .
approximately one in ocight only five ycars ago,

"Convorging to force toen-age joblessness still higher are the
twin pressures of population and automation. Last year 2.8million
American youth rsached 18, DBut next yoar, as a result of the great
post-warld war II baby boom, 3.8 million will reach 18, and the number
turning 18 will remain at about that high lcovel through the rest of the
1960s and into the 1970s. This imminont stampede of tecn—-agers into
tho job markot moans the U.S. economy will have to provide some 20
nillion more jobs in the noxt ton yecars if unemploymnet is to be held
dovm, according to economists, The projected increase, amounting to
about two million additional jobs yecarly, is morc than twice the
nationfs actual job growth of 900,000 annually during the last dozen
yoars, these analysts add gloomily."

The Wall Street Journal continued, "Automation also puts pressure
on tho tcen-ago job markct because it is tho teoen—agor who most often
lacks the training necossary to land skilled jobs that can't easily be
automated. Social workers note that approximately half of thosc teen-
age dropouts who do manage to find jobs wind up doing common labour, a
type of work that has boon losing ground for many yoars, as machincs
take over such chores, and now accounts for less than 10% of total
U.S, omployment." The paper said that the ropercussions of teen—age
unemployment are far-roaching indeced, "they are roflccted in the spira—
ling teen—age crime rate in most large cities. IAnd they are seen in
tha nation'!s rapidly expanding relief rolls — oxpanding not because
the relief ranks of the blind, disabled and aged are swelling - but
because increasing millions of teen—asze mathers, descrted by their
jobless teen-age boy friends, nced the dolc to support their illegit—
imate offspring."

YOUTH FORCED TO LEAVE SCOTLAND

Information given by Godber in tho House of Commons on March 16th,
rovenled the oxtent to which young people have boen forced to leave
scotland to find work. Tho number of boys omployod in Scotland declined
by 600 betwesn 1951 and 1963 - this compares with an increase of Tl[,?ﬁﬁ
in the rest of the country., Thero was an incroase in tho number of girls
employed of 4,400 compared with 140,400 for tho rest of the country. If

tho figure was proportionate it would have been over 4 times as great.
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A VISIT TO AN ANTI-STRIKE IMEZTING by Joan Ilolnan & Silva Riloy

On Friday, lMarch 13th, the two of us decided to go along to the
Releigh anti-strike wives! meeoting, which had beon so blatontly advert-
ised under o report in tho previous night's paper, the Nottingham
Livening Post, Apart from the more obvious reasom for going, such as to
find out how many people attoended the meeting, we were a2lso interested
to see what sort of womon attended and whother or not they had any
political leanings, or evon any cloar—cut political ideas.

So; flashing wedding rings and explaining that our hsubands had
boen laid-off, we got into tho mecoting, held in the hallway of a local
church hall, It was not well attended (18 wonieny including us and the
rsportar), or formal in any way. Women constantly interrupted cach
other, and we formed tho opinion that they might have becen friends prior
to the strike, . Handley, the leader was the only one with anything like
initiative. Sample Dialgouc: '"Hore's the Queen's leotter if anyono
wants to soe it."™ Squeals of delight, "Oh, yes. She must hdve received
it the . day sho had +tho baby."

In view of the amount of publicity accorded these women by the °
local pross, we wore struck by tho inofficiont, rather p-thotic nature
of this group, and by their unreasoncd foear of the A.5.U.,

ATIRDEEN STANDS FIRIM from Alec Dagley (Abordeen)

At its mooting on lfonday, llarch 16th, the iberdecn Town Council
voted by 19 votes to 11 to recaffirm its decision to boycott South
sfrican goods, The discussion was very heated and onc Conservative
councillor was suspended. Thus tho campaign by the local press heavily
backed by the South African Foundation has failed to risvirse the decis—
ion which aroused so much opposition from the pro-ipartheid forces. A
factor which is sxtremely intercsting is that since the row bogan a
South African firm has placed a £% million ordor for fishe. The left
is intrigucd to know why tho local press has not reforred to this
matter — don't they kmow about thc contract or are thoy suppressing
the information?

The Labour majority were heartoned by the support they had £
roceived locally and nationally., The most important local support was
the unanimous resolution passed by tho Aberdeen Trades Counsil which
also called for trade unionists not to buy South African goods and for
pressure to bo applied on the Government to apply sanctions on the
South African Governmonts Among the messages of support were personal
lettors from Tony Greenwood and inthony Wedgewood Denn, resolutions
from Oxford City Labour group, Edinburgh City Labour group, North Iast
Dividon of N,A,L.3.0., Bristol University Socialist Society, Norbury
Labour Party, Voking Young Socialists, Saltconts Labour Party, and a
nunber of trade union branches.

FEELING STILL RUNNING HIGH IN DENBY STRIKE from M. Donnett (Bradford)

Last weck a mass parado of pickets, carrying slogans; hooted,
boood and joered the scabs working at William Donby's as they left in
o convoy of cars and vans. Photographs in the local press showed
large numbers of police 'kuoping order!, At one time when ons of the
vans stopped the pickets banged on the sides, and tho police came in
to clear o way for tho van. The militancy of the workers is shown by
the fact the numbor of pickots was the biggest for some wooks,

s 5 M.B
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